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Special Education Before the 1970s
Special education in the United States has been in existence for the past 50 years. Before the 1970s, there were no efforts to advance the rights of disabled students. The lack of proper legislation in the 1970s led to over 4.5 million children failing to get equal educational opportunities (Esteves & Rao, 2008). For example, there were inadequate schools for special education children. In 1893, the Massachusetts Supreme Court expelled a student, who had the poor academic ability (Esteves & Rao, 2008). In Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, a new direction was implemented that provided equal education opportunities for all children irrespective of their backgrounds. 
From the 1970s, several legislations led to the implementation of programs to cater to the special education needs of millions of children in the United States. The Education for all Handicapped Children Act was passed by congress in 1975 to mandate institutions to implement special education programs (Esteves & Rao, 2008). It ensured that discrimination in public education was eliminated. The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act was later implemented as a modification to ensure that institutions provided special education following federal standards (Esteves & Rao, 2008). Institutions that failed to do this did not get federal funds. Other laws such as the Americans with Disabilities Act and No Child Left Behind have ensured that individuals with special needs get a free and appropriate education. 
Court Cases
In the case of Mills v. Board of Education of District of Columbia (1972), it was ruled that students with disabilities have a right to public education irrespective of whether they can afford the cost (Stewart, n. d.). The ruling stated that children with special needs are not only entitled to free education but also training that matches their learning capacity. This case was essential in ensuring that children with disabilities have access to education. It led to the provision of more funding for special education programs. 
In the case of Timothy W. v. Rochester, New Hampshire, School District. Timothy filed for an appeal from the district court, which ruled that children who are profoundly handicapped are not eligible for special education if there are no benefits from it (Daugherty, 2001). The decision of the district court was reversed and it was indicated that education should be available for all handicapped children and should target and meet their needs (Daugherty, 2001). This is in line with the provision of the All Handicapped Children Act. The court upheld a zero-reject policy in the provision of education for children with special needs. 
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